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This invention relates to a new' chemical com- 
pound N- [2-methoxy-3- (a,-dicarboxyethylmer - 
captomercuri) - propyl] - o - carboxyrnethylsali- 
cylamide of the formula 
C 0--NH--CHr-CH--CHr-Hg--S--CH--CH2C 02H 
5 
o[ cII 
0CHC0H 
useful as a diuretic. The new compound which 10 
will ordinarily be produced and used in the form 
of its trisodium salt is characterized by relative 
freedom from toxicity, by capacity of adminis- 
tration intravenously, intramuscularly and sub- 
cutaneously and by stability in aqueous solu- 
15 
tion. If is markedly soluble in waer, solutions 
of concentrations up to 50% being readily pro- 
duced and its solutions are quite stable both at 
room and icebox temperature. Administration 
of the compound for diuresis is based on 
mercury content, and is in accordance with coin- 20 
mon practice with the presently used mercurial 
diuretics such as Mersalyl and Merbaphen. 
The new compound is readily prepared by re- 
action of thiomalic acid, sodium hydroxide and 
N - (2 - methoxy - 3 - hydroxymercuripropyl)- 25 Number 
o-carboxymethylsalicylamide and ifs preparation 1,539,599 
is illustrated by the following example. 1,672,615 
A solution of 7.5 parts of thiomalic acid, 6 30 Number 
parts of sodium hydroxide, and 130 parts of 55% 219,010 
methanol was added to a stirred suspension of 24 619,515 

parts of N- (2-methoxy-3-hydroxymercuripro- 
pyl)-o-carboxymethylsalicylamide in 80 parts of 
methanol over a period of 30. minutes at 20 °. 
The mixture was allowed to stand at room tam- 
perature for six hours, filtered from a small 
amount of insoluble material, and diluted with 
160 parts of ethanol. The solution was cooled 
to 0 ° C., and 160 parts of 2-propanol was added 
with stirring. The white solid sodium sal was 
collected at the filter and dried aL 0.1 mm. over 
calcium chloride. The yield of product melting 
ai about 210-5 ° was approximately 30 parts. 
"vVe claim: 
N - [2 - methoxy - 3 - (« - dicarboxyethyl- 
mercaptomercuri) - propyl] - o - carboxymethyl- 
salicylamide. 
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